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on the Frisches-Eaff from Pillau. He was late, and Kamen-
skoi was already defeated when he landed and came upon
Schramm's outposts at ELalberg. They fell back on Fursten-
werder, whilst the Prussians marched along the south side of
the Nehrung to the western extremity of the Haff. Against
them, from Furstenwerder, there came the battalion of
Oudinot's grenadiers in the Nogat island, with Beaumont's
dragoons.* Meeting Bulow, they defeated him, and drove
him, with heavy loss, 25 miles along the NTehrung.

The attempt to relieve Danzig had failed disastrously,
owing largely, as it would appear, to Kamenskoi's delay, as
well as to the insufficiency of his force. It was not renewed.
The Eussians remained in their entrenchments at the mouth
of the river.

The besiegers' works against the Hagelsberg had suffered
no interruption. On the evening of the 16th, the mine under
the blockhouse was fired, but without completely destroying
it, though it was much damaged. A fresh mine was com-
menced from the crater formed, and was continued on the
17th. A small sortie, in the evening, resulted in the spiking
of a French howitzer opposite the salient of the bastion, but
it was unspiked after the sortie had been repulsed.

On the 18th, 19th, and 20th, a covered descent into the
ditch was worked, and endeavours were made, without much
success, to destroy the enormous palisades in the ditch, t

On the 19th, an English corvette, trying to ascend the

* In Berthier's letter to Lannes, of the 12th May (Dtwnas, xix. 287), he is
ordered to leave at Furstenwerder the battalion of grenadiers which had been
sent there to construct a bndge and guard the crossing. All the correspondence,
abont this date, from Berthier, insists that any movement from Pillau along the
Nehning can be nothing but a diversion, and that the real relieving force will
come by sea. (See despatches from Berthier to Lefebvre on the llth, and to
Lannes on the 12th, Dumas, xix. 284-288.)

t The Hagelsberg ditch was found to be 27 feet deep, and the slope of the
breach m the left face of the bastion was very steep. Endeavours to make it
less so were made from the covered descent. (Kirgener, p. 28.)

The covered descent was made with gabions on either side, roofed in with
fascines and earth.